COVID-19 GUIDANCE

‘oint Council for Cosmetic B ractitioners

Preparing for return to practice:
Guidance Update - 1st June 2020.

§ Introduction.

Thefollowingis an overview of updatesrelating to the following JCCP documents:
Preparing forreturn to practice

Navigating the challengesraised regarding returning to work safely.

Theseupdateshavebeenincorporatedinto the documents. Forthose already familiarwith them, this
update maybereadindependently.

§ Triage

Furtherto therecent Governmentannouncement, Loss of smelland/ortasteisnowrecognisedasa
symptom of Covid-19. This should now beincludedin the triage policy when questioning the client prior
to attendingclinic.

l Fit testing

UnderHealth & Safety (COSHH)regulations, fit testingis alegal requirement foremployers where the
treatmentnecessitates theuse of a FFPmask, including foruse during the Covid-19 pandemic.

Theresources below provide valuable guidance and JCCPrecommend that employers review their
requirements for‘qualitative’ fittesting through acompetent person.

hse.gov.uk

§ Returndates

Thereturnto practice dateforall elective aesthetic (i.e. non-medically related procedures) treatments is
thedate agreed upon by each of the fourUK Government administrations in theirrespective countries.
The Scottish Governmenthas advised that this willnotbe untilthey announce that Scotland has moved
to ‘Phase 3’ of the national ‘Route Map’. The Scottish Governmenthas advised that Phase

Jincludes:

‘Independentclinics and hospitals can begin to offerelective procedures and regularpreventative
healthcare check-ups and screening can begin torecommence’.

In England no such specific guidance has beenissued, although the Westminster Governmenthas
advisedintheirguidanceto accompany the ‘The Health Protection (Coronavirus, Restrictions) (England)
Regulations 2020’, which businesses and venues can remain open to the public at the present time. This
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includes dental services, opticians, audiology services, chiropody, chiropractors, osteopaths and other
medical orhealth services (including physiotherapy and podiatry services), and services relating to
mental health. Anew footnote was added to the guidancelastweekinrelation to this section, stating:

‘Services which involve healthcare need to take into accountany advice or guidance issued by
regulators, therelevantprofessionalbody, Chief Professional Officers, or the NHS, as appropriate’.

The Department of Health and Social Care has furtheradvised thatit cannot provide comments on
individual cases of whetherornota businessis permitted to open. ‘ltis foreach business to assess
whetherthey are a business exempt from closing having considered the Regulations’. here:
legislation.gov.uk. Additionalinformation to assistinterpretation of the Regulations by businesses can
be foundinthe guidance. At this time, where businesses do remain open they are strongly advised to do
soonlywhere staff and customers can adhere to PHE guidelines on social distancing’:
gov.uksocialdistancing-and-for-vulnerable-people

The JCCPunderstands thatthereisno obligation to cease practicein the UK undercoronavirus legislation
where the treatmentis fora medical purpose. Forpractitioners wishing to use this guidance with a view to
resuming practice before the Government advises, you should be prepared to defend and confirmboth
the medicalnature of the treatment and the need orurgency attached toit. Please see also JCCP
guidance: ‘Navigating the challenges.’

§ Testing

The purpose of testingis to confirmthat the practitionerdoes nothave the CovSARS?2 virus and thereby
limits therisk of transmitting Covid-19. Inview of this the following factors should be considered:

® Thetestisasnapshotintimeandinanyeventisnot100% accurate. You should considertaking
thetestatregularintervals.

® Antibody(blood)tests confirma pastinfection. Givenuncertainty regardingimmunity, the test
may notindicate the absence of the CovSARS?2 virus and therefore therisk of transmitting it.

® Youshouldreview governmentadvice ontestingand confirmanytesthas governmentapproval,
including a CE mark.

§ Patient confidentiality and GDPR

With Covid-19 restrictionsin place, the JCCPis aware of theincreased need forthe use of technology,
including socialmedia, forremote discussions with orabout patients. The JCCPreminds practitioners of
theirprofessional obligation towards patient confidentiality and the legal requirements of GDPR. Online
group discussions, particularly on socialmedia, including ‘closed’ groups are likely to breach these
requirements. Practitioners are therefore advised to considercarefully how they maintain confidentiality
when using online technology.
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§ Further information

BMLA

Forlaserrelated treatments the BMLA has updatedits guidance: bmla.co.ukISCAS cedr.comThe
following guide provides usefulimportantinformation forScottish clinics and useful additional links
nationally. COVID-19 - Guidance forreopeningindependent healthcare servicesin Scotland
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