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The Joint Council for Cosmetic Practitioners (JCCP) was established and launched formally at the House
ofLordsinFebruary, 2018 following an extensive stakeholderconsultation process undertaken by Health
Education England (HEE) in accordance with therecommendations outlined in the Keogh Review (2013)
onnon-surgicaltreatmentsin England. The HEE standards were transferred to the JCCP by HEE in June,
2018. One of the keyrecommendationsincludedin the 2015 HEE Report called forthe established of
statutoryregulation forthe sectorand fortheimmediate creation of a voluntary register. The JCCP’s fulfils
such afunction.

The JCCPis a ‘notforprofit’ UK charitable body charged with the responsibility of voluntary ‘self-
regulation’ of the non-surgical aesthetic sectorin the fourUK countries. The Mission Statement forthe
JCCPanditsvalues are setoutbelow:

‘The Joint Council for Cosmetic Practitioners (JCCP)is a Professional Standards Authority (PSA)
Accredited Registerofthe non-surgical aestheticindustryin England and provides aninformed and
legitimate pointofaccess forthe public seekinginformation about this area of practice and where
appropriate forraising concerns about practitioners. The JCCP places public protection and patient
safetyasthefocus ofits activities’. The JCCPand the Cosmetic Practice Standards Authority (CPSA)
regard safe prescribing practice to be an essential component of public protection.

Inline with several Professional Statutory Regulators (the General Medical Counciland the General Dental
Councilandinaccordance with guidance setdown by the Royal Pharmaceutical Society) the JCCPand
the CPSA have setdown theirdecision notto endorse orpermit the remote prescribing of any
prescription medicine when used forspecifically fornon-surgical cosmetic treatments. In such
circumstances when a prescriberdelegates treatment to otherpractitioners, then the JCCPwould remind
the prescriberthat the patientremains underthe oversight of the prescriber, requiring that the prescriber
must be familiarwith the patient through aninitial face to face consultation and diagnostic assessment
of the patient’s suitability fortreatment. This applies to theroutine/planned administration of medicines
thatare used specifically forcosmetic purposes, such as botulinumtoxins, injected local anaesthetic or
topicaladrenaline, and the emergency use of medicines such as hyaluronidase.

Furthermore, the JCCPwould advise that whenevera designated Prescriberprescribes medicines or
treatments, they must exercise theirprofessionaland clinicaljudgement, have adequate knowledge of
the patient’s physicaland psychological health status and be satisfied the medication serves the
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person’s needs. This applies to allmedicines used specifically forcosmetic purposes thatare
‘Prescription Only Medicines’ (POM)whetherthey beinjectable, topical ororal.

The JCCPdoesnottherefore endorse orpermit the use of remote prescribing of injectable, topical ororal
prescription medication fornon-surgical cosmetic treatments in any circumstances. Examples of this
include the off-labeluse of adrenaline when applied topically, to enhance pain controland limit bleeding.
The JCCPreminds all prescribers of the need to carry out a physical examination of patients before
prescribinginjectable prescription only cosmetic medicines. The JCCP advises that prescribers should
not therefore prescribe such medicines by telephone, video link, online orat the request of others for
patients whomtheyhave notexamined personally.

The JCCPrecognises theimportantrole thattechnology will playincreasingly in the effective and efficient
delivery of effective and productive prescribing andis cognisant of the need to ensure that the JCCPand
the Professional Statutory Healthcare Regulators work together(whereverpossible) to make sure that our
approachestoregulation donotbecomebarriers toinnovation.

The JCCPhas shared this statement with the General Medical Counciland the General Dental Councilwho
have bothreviewed this Guidance Statement and advised thatitis consistent with theirown guidance.
The Royal Pharmaceutical Society has also advised that ‘In ourview as the professionalbody for
pharmacy, the JCCPstatementis consistent with the approach of the professionalregulators and willbe
usefulforthe RPS to signpostto”. The General Pharmaceutical Councilis currently concluding its
consultation onthe ‘Prescribing Guidance’ issued by the GPhCand have been apprised of the JCCP’s
positionin this matter.

The JCCP Statementon ‘Responsible Prescribing forCosmetic Procedures’ can beviewed on the JCCP
website at:

JCCP Statement - Responsible Prescribing for Cosmetic Procedures
ProfessorDavid Sines CBE - Executive Chairof the JCCP said,

“The JCCPrecognises theimportantrole that professional prescribers make to public protection and of
the contribution thatthey make to the development and maintenance of arobust and effective patient
safety culturein the aesthetic sector. The JCCP (and the CPSA) continue to strive to promote and develop
standards and best practice across thewhole of the non-surgical and hairrestoration surgery sectorand
to promote and publicise the sameto the public. The JCCP’s primary purposeis to raise public awareness
andimprove patient safety. The publication of ourguidance on ‘Responsible Prescribing for Cosmetic
Practitioners’ demonstrates ourcommitment to signposting and promoting safe and effective practice
within the aesthetic sector. We commend the adoption and application of this Guidance Statementin
accordance with ourshared aim of protecting the public”.

The Honourable Alberto Costa (Memberof Parliament - South Leicestershire) and Chairof the All Party
Parliamentary Group on Beauty, Wellbeing and Aesthetics said:

“lvery much welcome this step made by the JCCP, remote prescribing fornon-surgical cosmetic
procedures canbeunsafe and harmfuland should notbeusedunderany circumstances. Thisis a great
first step to furtherprotect consumers who choose to undergo non-surgical cosmetic procedures. This
willhelp to close the ‘loopholes’ that currently existin which injectables, which are prescribed by health
care professionals, can beremotely prescribed and delegated to anyone without first assuring that
professional face-to-face patientassessmentand clinical oversightis providedin all circumstances”.
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-Ends- Notes to Editors:

Forgeneralinformation and enquiries on the JCCP go to:
JCCPwebsite

Forfurtherinformation on standards fornon-surgical aesthetic treatments and hairrestoration surgery
please goto:

cosmeticstandards.org.uk
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