STATEMENT

‘oint Council for Cosmetic B ractitioners

Updated JCCP Statement on the UK
Government’s stages of lifting ‘Lock
Down’ restrictions.

LastNovemberthe JCCPreleased a document ‘Preparing YourPlace of Work: Covid-19 & Return to
Practice’. This guidance documentis available to view on the JCCPwebsite and continues to remain valid
atthistime. The guidance documentwas produced to assist aesthetic practitioners to delivereffective
treatments as safely as possible within the context of a carefully prepared practice environmentandin
such amannerthat would seriously minimize risks of contracting Covid-19 forpatients, practitioners and
theiremployees. The guidance has also beeninformed by available best practice advice and current
governmentrestrictions on non-medicalrelated elective service delivery available at that time (noting
also thatthisis a constantly changing and dynamic situation within the UK). This guidance was also
produced following consultation with the Cosmetic Practice Standards Authority.

During the latest Government ‘lockdown’ period, as ever, safety of the patient, publicand the
practitioneris centralto allthatwe do. The JCCP believes that there should be no compromisein safety for
financial gain. Thisdocument does not seekto circumvent national Government advice and seeks to
advise practitioners thata fullreturn to ‘unrestricted’ business can only officially and legitimately resume
when the Government Administrationsin the fourUK nations advises thatis legally safeto do so. The
JCCPendorses this position and does not support the unrestricted resumption of practice untilthe
Government Departments in each of the UK nations permits a lawful and unrestricted return to practice.
Governmentadvice onresumption of practice should therefore form part of the decision to reopen,
along with yourability toimplement arisk-assessed andinformed policy, and othermaterial factors
which mayimpinge onyourcapacity to perform safely and responsibly.

Forthe avoidance of doubt, it should be noted thatunderno circumstancesis this advice designed to
supersede advice provided by the four Government administrationsin the UK orinstructions provided by
the professional statutoryregulating bodies. In so doing the JCCP does not setto challenge the
autonomy of professional clinical decision making of registered healthcare professionals with regard to
theirrequirement to exercise theirduty of care, informed by theirclinicaljudgementand a balanced
approachtoriskassessment. Such matters andresponsibilities are referred to and setdownin the
JCCP/CPSA ‘Codeof Conduct’, (2020).

The guidance should be used by competent cosmetic practitioners to ensure thatthey comply with
patientsafety and public protection standards required by both UK statutory professionaland voluntary
registers.

Thefollowing points areimportantin placing anunderstanding of this guidance documentin context.

® The Coronavirus pandemicis anevolving and dynamic crisis. Therefore, this guidance willbe
updated accordingly, butshould not supersede contemporaneous government orhealthcare
regulatory bodyadvice.
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® Inlightofthesuccessofthe Covid-19 vaccination programme, current patientvaccination status
willbe animportant factorin mitigating risk. However, in the absence of definitive data,
practitioners must continue to exercise appropriate caution. This extends to anunderstanding of
potentialrisks attached to cosmetic procedures in patients who have been orintend to be
vaccinated. Wereferyou to Appendix2 of the guidance document referred toin this statement.

® Thereisnopolicy orprocessidentified which can consistently eliminate therisk of contracting or
transmitting this virus.

® Practitioners mustbevigilantin ensuring thattheirpractice reflects the mostup-to-date
guidance, toincluderisks associated with both the coronavirus and the vaccination, using this
information to make balanced and evidence based clinicaljudgments.

® Thisguidancemustbe consideredin addition to statutory obligations forHealth and Safetyinthe
workplace andyourprofessionalregulator.

This guidancerelies upon the expertise provided by stakeholdersin the non-surgical cosmetic industry,
bringing togetherthe workof Governmentand international reputable authorities. Werecognise the
uncertainty that currently exists at this challenging time and reach out to you to encourage you towork as
safelyandresponsibly as possible. We wish you to aim to return to work safely and to supportyouin
minimising therisk of harmto both yourselves and yourpatients.

The JCCPadvisesthatnon-surgicalaesthetic procedures that are assessed as purely cosmetic, non-
urgentand/orelective must notbe undertaken untilthe appropriate stage of lifting lockdown restrictions
which permitnon-essential services toresume. ForEnglanditis anticipated thatthis willbe 12th April, but
itshould be understoodthat thisis subjectto change.

The JCCPreaffirms the thatits current guidance on practising during the pandemic remains appropriate.
However, practitioners should note the additionin the appendixof new guidance forthe use of dermal
fillers concurrently with the Covid-19 vaccine. Amostrecent copy of the JCCP guidance documentcan
befoundhere.

Inthe absence of definitive government and professional advice, these guidelines continue to be
designed to provide you with arange of basic principles to achieve a standard of safety within the limits
of currentunderstanding. Itisimportantto understand that this documentis a guidance document,
ratherthan presenting a ‘standard’ against which to benchmarkand ‘reset’ yourpractice. As suchwe
encourage practitioners and staff to continue to explore and to adopt government advice on how to
practise lawfully, safely and responsibly. As such the guidelines presented this document should notbe
regardedinisolation oras alternatives from otherdefinitive advice offered by employers orby
Governmentagencies toinformlocal decision making.

The JCCPadvises all practitioners to await formal confirmation from UK National Government Policy
Advisors before opening up theirbusinesses to perform either non-urgent medical/medically-related
cosmetic procedures ornon-medical/medically-related treatments. The JCCP will continue to work with
centralgovernment and the devolved administrations to seek clarification in this area and will
disseminate furtheradvice following receipt of furtherupdate.

ProfessorDavid Sines FRCN PhD CBE
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