STATEMENT

‘oint Council for Cosmetic B ractitioners

JCCP Statement on ‘Navigating the
Challenges Raised Regarding
Returning to Work Safely’

Lastweekthe JCCPreleased a document ‘Preparing YourPlace of Work: Covid-19 & Return to Practice’.
This guidance documentwas produced to assist aesthetic practitioners to map and commence
preparations to delivereffective treatments as safely as possible within the context of a carefully
prepared practice environmentandin such a mannerthatwould seriously minimise risks of contracting
Covid-19 forpatients, practitioners and theiremployees. The guidance was also informed by available
bestpractice advice and currentgovernmentrestrictions on non-medicalrelated elective service delivery
available atthattime (noting also that thisis a constantly changing and dynamic situation within the UK).
This guidancewas also produced following consultation with the Cosmetic Practice Standards
Authority.

Fortheavoidance of doubt, it should be noted thatunderno circumstances was this document
designedto supersede advice provided by the fourgovernmentadministrationsin the UK orinstructions
provided by the professional statutory regulating bodies. In so doing the JCCP did not set to challenge
the autonomy of professional clinical decision making of registered healthcare professionals with regard
to theirrequirement to exercise theirduty of care, informed by theirclinicaljudgement when determining
whethera patientrequired a consultation, assessmentoranurgenttreatmentintervention foreithera
‘medical’ or'medically-related’ treatment’. This extends also to preventive care and treatment. Such
matters andresponsibilities are referred to and setdownin the JCCP/CPSA ‘Code of Conduct’, (2017 and
2020).

More specifically the JCCP has advised individual practitioners that ‘Itis not possible orappropriate for
the JCCPto provide definitive guidance on wheniitis possible foraesthetic practitioners to return to work
to provide elective non-medically related aesthetic treatments, although we affirm ourposition that this
should not beuntilthe Government authorises thatitis safe to do soin each of the fourcountries of the
United Kingdom. The JCCP also advises thatitisimportant forpractitioners to understand that cosmetic
procedures being performed by healthcare professionals are notautomatically designated as being
either‘medical’ or‘'medically-related’ in nature, in fact many such procedures fall out with this definition.
Ratherthere mustbe a clearly defined, discemible and intended ‘medical’ benefit forthe patient. The
JCCPis ofthe opinion thatif the practitioneris able to determine that they have applied a fulldiagnostic
physicaland psychological/emotionalassessment of the patient’s presenting condition (and if they are
ofthe opinionthatboth they andthe patient considerthat the treatmentis actually urgent) and can justify
that the provision of the proposed treatmentwould assist the patient to preventand/orreduce the
physical, psychologicaland psychosocial symptoms and effects associated with that condition, then
the JCCPis of the opinion thatthe practitionercouldjustify that the treatmentis ‘medically related’.

We advise also that undersuch circumstances, practitioners would need to:
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® haveawrittentreatmentplanin placeto confirmthejustification fortheirprofessional opinion,
supported by a written evidence-basedrationale forthe assessment, diagnosis and proposed
treatment(including a statement of intended ‘medically related’ outcomes). Thisisinaccordance
with expected best practice as setdown by the Professional Statutory Regulatory Bodies (e.g.
the GMC, GDC,NMC, HCPC and the GPhC);

® beabletojustifythatthetreatmentthey proposeto deliveris ‘medically-related’;

® ensurethatthepatient(andtheirassociatedtreatment)hasbeenriskassessed and deemedto
be ‘urgent’ ratherthan eitherpurely cosmetic orelective;

® ensurethattheypractise ethically atalltimes with the spiritand context of theirprofessional
‘Code of Practice’;

® complywith guidancethathasbeen publishedrecentlyonhow to practise safely during the
Covid-19related emergency period;

® ensurethattheyarenotseentobeencouraging peopletoleavetheirhomesto attend clinics for
face-to-faceassessmentortreatment(since members of the public should be conforming to
lockdown rules) unless they themselves considerthat the treatmentis urgentand have made an
informed decision to attend the clinic;

® confirmthattheirlnsurerwould stillcoverthem during the lock down period forany aspect of their
proposed function;

haveregardtorelevant CQCregistration and compliance requirements (depending upon nature
of the ‘medical procedure’ to be performed).

[tshould also benotedthatatnotimehasthe JCCPcompared professionally regulated healthcare
professionals to any non-health care practitionerbut we would take this opportunity to remind our
colleagues thatthe JCCPTrustee Board members comprise professionals of allhealthcare backgrounds,
including experts within aesthetics and some remaining active within the health service in significant
consultation and corporate governance andregulatoryroles. The safety and wellbeing of the publicis a
fundamental principle thatunderpins the work of the JCCP andits Board members and remains our
absolute priority. We understand that thisis a difficultand challenging time forall persons working within
the non-surgical aesthetic sector. We would emphasis howeverthat any practitionerseeking to return to
workto deliveraesthetic treatments should employ theirown professional and ethicaljudgmentand
reflecton how appropriateitis at this time to encourage members the public to leave home for
assessmentand treatmentthatis elective and non-medically related and whichis not considered to be
urgent.

Thefinaldecision whetherto proceed to provide an aesthetic service at this time of ‘lockdown’ mustbe
made by the Practitionerthemselves, informed by the exercise of theirclinical judgement following the
provision of a clinicalriskassessment, whilst mitigating the conflicts of interestbetween commercialand
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ethical practice and having thoroughly reviewed the advice provided by Governmentin its authorised
statements.

The JCCPrecognises that debate exists amongstthe aesthetic community as to when to return to work
andwhich procedures can currently be provided during the ‘lockdown’ period. The JCCP willcontinue to
workwith centralgovernment and the devolved administrations to seek clarificationin this area and will
disseminate furtheradvice followingreceipt of furtherupdate.

ProfessorDavid Sines FRCN PhD CBE
Executive Chair

JCCP

20th May, 2020

david.sines@jccp.org.uk
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